
A Week with the King
Passion Week Devotionals



Read: Matthew 21:1-11

Devotional Focus: Worship the King

Watch: Pete and Terry on Authentic    
Worship

Monday, April 10

The Triumphal Entry
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Now when they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount 
of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go into the village in 
front of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Un-
tie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, 
‘The Lord needs them,’ and he will send them at once.” 4 This took place to fulfill 
what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5 “Say to the daughter of Zion,  
‘Behold, your king is coming to you, 
    humble, and mounted on a donkey,  
    on a colt,  the foal of a beast of burden.’”

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. 7 They brought the 
donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8 Most of 
the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the 
trees and spread them on the road. 9 And the crowds that went before him and 
that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is he 
who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!” 10 And when he 
entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, “Who is this?” 11 And 
the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from Nazareth of Galilee.”

Matthew 21:1-11
The Triumphal Entry
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Of the three offices of 
the Messiah -- prophet, 
priest and king -- 
Matthew clearly places 
a special stress on the 
royal aspect of Jesus.

1. Read the passage in Matthew 21:1-11

As you read, make observations about what you’re reading. Assume the 
role of a biblical detective looking for clues. No detail is too trivial.

2. Watch Pete and Terry discuss responding to Jesus as King

In the video, Pete and Terry talked about the crowd’s response to Jesus as 
they threw down their cloaks in reckless abandon to honor Him. To make a 
carpet out of garments for the way of a King was a common practice and 
the waving of palm branches was done to welcome kings. Every outward 
action pointed to the entrance of a king into Jerusalem that day.

Symbolically, the Triumphal Entry is a smaller picture of the overall book of 
Matthew. The Gospels, particularly Matthew, announced the arrival of Jesus 
as the promised Messianic King. From the beginning of the book we see 
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subtle as well as explicit hints that the King had 
come. Wise men from the East asked, “Where is the 
one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw 
His star in the east and have come to worship Him” 
(Matt 2:2). Following his baptism, Jesus preached 
the message of the kingdom and as the messianic 
King. (Matt 4:7) In His earthly ministry, Jesus would 
bless his people, destroy the forces of darkness, 
judge and exhibit His rightful rule.

Finally, when He died on the cross, the Roman sol-
diers mocked and reviled Him, saying, “Hail, king of 
the Jews!” placing an inscription over His head read-
ing: “THIS IS JESUS, THE KING OF THE JEWS”

The King had come but only a few worshipped him 
as royalty. Jesus’ kingly rule was realized invisibly 
and spiritually at his first coming (Matt. 12:28-29). 
Now He rules from His heavenly throne (Rev 1:5). 
But Jesus’ kingdom will be instituted visibly and 
physically at His second coming (Matt 25:31).

Echoing what Pete and Terry said in the video, Je-
sus the King requires a worshipful response. Look at 
the people laying down their cloaks and waving 
palm branches at the Triumphal Entry. This is sponta-
neous. This is heart-felt.

One way to think about how worship works is imag-
ining you are floating on a raft without water for 
three days after a shipwreck and then a speck of 
land appears on the horizon. The longing deep 
within your heart is because of the value and hope 
of water and life on that land! Your joyful reaction is 
not planned or performed. Your joyful reaction rises 
spontaneously in your heart and is not a decision to 
be made in order to feel anything!

Or think about standing at the edge of a breathtak-
ing natural wonder like the Grand Canyon for the 
first time and watch the sun set on the horizon over 
the awe-inspiring vastness. Your awe-inspired reac-
tion is not a decision to be made. It is spontaneous 
and you can’t help but feel floored by the majesty.

When a small child opens his first present on Christ-
mas morning and finds his “most favoritest” video 
game which he has wanted for months, his sur-
prised and overflowing gratitude and joy is not a 
conscious decision!

Worship is a way of reflecting back to God the radi-
ance of His majesty and it can only be done when 
spontaneous affections arise in the heart.

In worship, Jesus is the island on the horizon or the 
Grand Canyon or the “most favoritist” video game. 
We can and should put ourselves in situations 
where this feeling of authentic worship can be 
more readily kindled, but in the moment of wor-
ship, just like at the Triumphal Entry, there is no cal-
culation and we are transported above the mind 
and experience spontaneous feelings without refer-
ence to logical or practical implications. We simply 
worship the King who has come and will come 
again.

 Reflect

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

*(From John Piper, Desiring God (Colorado Springs: Multnomah Books, 2003), 91-92.

)
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Read: Matthew 21:18-22, Ephesians 
2:8-9

Devotional Focus: Faith of the King

Watch: B.J. and Ryan on Authentic Faith

Tuesday, April 11

The Withered Fig Tree



In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he became hungry. 19 And see-
ing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found nothing on it but only 
leaves. And he said to it, “May no fruit ever come from you again!” And the fig 
tree withered at once.

20 When the disciples saw it, they marveled, saying, “How did the fig tree wither 
at once?” 21 And Jesus answered them, “Truly, I say to you, if you have faith and 
do not doubt, you will not only do what has been done to the fig tree, but even 
if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and thrown into the sea,’ it will happen. 
22 And whatever you ask in prayer, you will receive, if you have faith.”

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; 
it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 10 For we 
are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God pre-
pared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Matthew 21:18-22
Jesus Curses the Fig Tree

Ephesians 2:8-10
By Grace through Faith
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“Faith is not the 
absence of doubt. Faith 
is choosing to rest the 
hope of your salvation 
on Jesus and what He 
accomplished for you 
on the cross.” -J.D. 
Greear

1.Read the passage in Matthew 21:18-22

As you read, make observations about what you’re reading. Assume the 
role of a biblical detective looking for clues. No detail is too trivial.

2. Watch B.J. and Ryan discuss authentic faith in Jesus the King

In the video, B.J. and Ryan talked about the false impression that the fig 
tree gave. Botanically speaking, if a fig tree has leaves, it will have fruit as 
well. This tree had leaves but no fruit. In this episode during Passion Week, 
the fig tree is interpreted as a symbol for Israel. Israel had a great showing 
of religious tradition but no real fruit of godliness. The cursing of the fig 
tree is a symbolic judgment on the nation for professing false faith. Jesus 
had already chastised the Pharisees and scribes about being hypocritical 
when He quoted Isaiah: “This people honors me with their lips, but their 
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heart is far from me; in vain do they worship me, 
teaching as doctrines the commandments of man.” 
(Matt. 15:8)

Jesus uses the fig tree to teach the disciples about 
faith. Authentic faith in Jesus as Messiah and King 
leads to life and wonder beyond our wildest 
dreams.

Sometimes Christians are confused about how to 
define faith. Faith isn’t just a religious feeling. Faith 
isn’t rock-solid confidence with zero doubts whatso-
ever. 

Think of faith like a hand that lays hold of Jesus. The 
best picture for what faith is like is found in the Old 
Testament sacrificial system, which was a shadow 
itself of the coming Messiah. When a person 
brought a lamb to be sacrificed, the priest would 
put the lamb on the altar. Then what the person 
would do is place their hand on the head of the 
lamb and begin to confess their sinfulness. As con-
fession was occurring, the priest would take a knife 
and cut the throat of the lamb so that the blood 
would drain. The image of the hand and the lamb 
was showing that the person’s sinfulness was being 
transferred onto the head of the innocent lamb.

That is the faith Paul is talking about in Ephesians 
and also the faith Jesus taught His disciples at the 
fig tree. The rules, regulations, and religious duties 
of Israel might have looked healthy on the outside 
like the fruitless fig tree, but in reality the disease of 
sin made it impossible for real life. When you be-
come a Christian, what  happens is that you reach 
up to the Lamb of God with the hand of your heart 
and in faith proclaim Him your Messiah and King 
who took your sinfulness and died for it.

Some people question whether they have strong 
enough faith. Consider this: an aeronautical engi-
neer with a Harvard Ph.D and a tribesman who has 
never seen a plane are both standing on the tarmac 
of the runway looking at a huge plane. The tribes-
man has never seen a plane or anything electronic 
for that matter. The tribesman has never seen any-
thing fly and has no concept of how something that 
big could fly. The aeronautical engineer not only 
knows the plane could fly but could actually build 
the plane.

The moment comes for them to get on the plane. 
Because the tribesman has a friend whom he trusts, 
with all of his doubts and all of his confusion, he 
gets on the plane. The smug Harvard Ph.D remains 
on the tarmac. When the plane takes off you have 
one man filled with doubt soaring through the air 
and another man filled with understanding sitting 
on the ground. Who’s going to get to the destina-
tion? Not the man who knew everything but the 
man who chose to get on the plane.

Faith is not absence of doubt. Faith is choosing to 
rest the hopes of your salvation on Jesus and what 
He said He did when He died on the cross.

3.Reflect

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

From J.D. Greear, “Saved” (video of sermon, The Summit Church, Raleigh, NC, February 19, 
2017),
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Read: Matthew 11:25-30

Devotional Focus: Rest from the King

Watch: Joey and Charles on True Rest

Wednesday, April 12

Silent Day



At that time Jesus declared, “I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that 
you have hidden these things from the wise and understanding and revealed 
them to little children; 26 yes, Father, for such was your gracious will. 27 All 
things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son 
except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to 
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from 
me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”

Matthew 11:25-30
Come to Me, and I Will 
Give You Rest
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“If you want rest, you 
have to go to Jesus and 
if you have gone to 
Jesus and don’t have 
rest, you still don’t 
know what you have. 
You still haven’t 
grasped the full effect 
of your salvation.” -Tim 
Keller

1.Read the passage in Matthew 11:25-30

As you read, make observations about what you’re reading. Assume the 
role of a biblical detective looking for clues. No detail is too trivial.

2. Watch Joey and Charles discuss resting in Jesus the King

In the video, Joey and Charles talked about the true, spiritual rest that 
comes from knowing and experiencing Jesus as King. Until you realize that 
true rest comes and continues to come from Jesus, you will never be satis-
fied and always looking to prove yourself in various ways to God, others, 
and yourself.

Recall that the two words Jesus used to describe those who He called into 
His rest in Matthew 11:28 were “labored” and “heavy-laden.” Labored im-
plies toil while heavy-laden implies endurance. One refers to the labored 
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search for relief for a troubled conscience while one 
refers to the heavy load of religious observances 
that give no relief.

To get the deepest picture of what can happen to 
us when we meet Jesus, look again at the passage 
in Matthew 11. When Jesus calls all people to him-
self, he says he knows we are “labored” and “heavy-
laden” and that we need “rest.” However, Jesus’ so-
lution for our weariness is a “burden” and “yoke.” 
The yoke put on a beast was a symbol of slavery 
and grinding toil. How could this be a solution to 
the problem of being labored and heavy-laden?

Jesus says his yoke and burden is the only one that 
is light. Why? Because everyone will serve someone 
or something. And since Jesus is gentle and lowly 
in heart, we will find rest in him. Jesus is the only 
boss who will not drive you into the ground, the 
only audience that does not need your best per-
formance in order to be satisfied with you. Why is 
this? Because his work for you is finished!

In fact, a Christian is someone who not only ad-
mires, obeys and tries to be like Jesus, but who also 
rests in Jesus’ finished work instead of his or her 
own labors. A Christian is able to rest only because 
God’s  redemptive work is finished in Jesus.

A classic example of resting in Christ’s finished 
work on the cross is in the movie Chariots of Fire. In 
the movie, one man ran in the Olympics to literally 
justify his existence. He was trying to find his iden-
tity and worth in winning a gold medal. While an-
other man had such deep rest in Christ that he 
could miss a likely gold medal because of his con-
viction to not run on Sundays. The first man had to 
get a medal, because he was labored and heavy-
laden and in the movie, the irony was that the gold 

medal wouldn’t even be enough to give him deep 
rest. The second man, Eric Liddell, was a follower of 
Jesus who wasn’t laboring to prove himself under 
the heavy burden of winning Olympic medals. He 
was at rest because of who he was in Christ. For the 
first man, the gold medal wasn’t enough. It’s never 
enough except in Christ.

But what if you’re not at the point of running in the 
Olympics? What if you’re struggling under an unfair 
boss , family responsibilities or a tedious job that 
doesn’t take advantage of all your gifts? When your 
heart comes to hope in Jesus, when you are carry-
ing his easy yoke, you finally have the power to 
work with a free heart and can gladly accept what-
ever level of success and accomplishment or stress 
and trauma God gives you. As a follower of Jesus, 
the only One you have to prove yourself to has al-
ready said, “I love you and I accept you as you are.”

3. Reflect on the passage

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

From Timothy Keller, Every Good Endeavor: Connecting Your Work to God's Work, Re-
deemer. (New York: Dutton, 2012)
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Read: Matthew 26:17-29 

Devotional Focus: The Relational King

Watch: Angela and Monica on a              
relationship with Jesus

Thursday, April 13

The Last Supper



Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, 
“Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go 
into the city to a certain man and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at 
hand. I will keep the Passover at your house with my disciples.’” 19 And the disci-
ples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover.

20 When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. 21 And as they 
were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they 
were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is it I, Lord?” 
23 He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will betray 
me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he 
had not been born.”25 Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” 
He said to him, “You have said so.”

26 Now as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and after blessing it broke it and 
gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 And he took a 
cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of 
you, 28 for this is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for 
the forgiveness of sins. 29 I tell you I will not drink again of this fruit of the vine 
until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

Matthew 26:17-29
The Passover and 
Institution of the Lord’s 
Supper
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“In the real world of 
pain, how could one 
worship a God who 
was immune to it? -John 
Stott

1.Read the passage in Matthew 26:17-29

As you read, make observations about what you’re reading. Assume the 
role of a biblical detective looking for clues. No detail is too trivial.

2. Watch Angela and Monica discuss how a relationship with Jesus the 
King

In the video, Angela and Monica talked about how Jesus was intentional in 
having an intimate meal with His disciples, even Judas, on the eve of his cru-
cifixion. Jesus knew the pain, heartache and suffering that awaited Him as 
well as the disciples the next day but in spite of this, He chose to be to-
gether with them. Because Jesus has experienced hardship, loss, and pain 
in His relationships, specifically at the Last Supper and of course at the 
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cross, He can identify with us and encourage us as 
our relationship grows with Him.

Jesus is God come in the flesh (John 1:14). He is 
not God only, but the God-man. Sometimes, in our 
zeal for confessing the true deity of Jesus, we per-
haps overemphasize the divinity of Jesus as God 
and  underestimate the humanity of Jesus as man. 
The practical implication of this error is that when 
we are suffering or hurting, looking to Jesus is with-
out value because He can’t identify with us in our 
pain and suffering.

Jesus being fully human and fully God means that 
He suffered and understands your suffering. He-
brews 2:17-18 says that Jesus was “fully human in 
every way…and because He Himself suffered when 
He was tried and tested, He is able to help those 
who are being tried and tested.”

Have you ever been betrayed? Have you ever been 
lonely? Have you ever been poor and abandoned? 
Have you ever faced death? At and after the Last 
Supper, our King experienced all of these.  One 
author put it this way, “Christianity says God has 
been all the places you have been; He has been in 
the darkness you are in now, and more. And, there-
fore, you can trust him; you can rely on Him, be-
cause He knows and has the power to comfort, 
strengthen, and bring you through.”

Just like with His disciples at the Last Supper, Jesus 
is intentional to have a relationship with us. The 
revelation of a friend’s true character occurs most 
often in their seasons of greatest suffering, hard-
ship, loss or pain. In those dark seasons, who we are 
deep down is pushed to the surface for all to see. 

Knowing what awaited Him the next day, the Last 
Supper began the revelatory pain in Jesus’ life. Be-
cause the Relational King has been where we have 
been and felt everything we have felt, He not only is 
our example to follow but our encouragement and 
power to endure in every situation and circum-
stance

3. Reflect

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

From Timothy Keller, “Work and Rest” (sermon, Redeemer Church, New York, NY, October 
22, 2015)
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Read: Matthew 27

Devotional Focus: The Mission of the 
King

Watch: David and Katie on the           
Atonement

Friday, April 14

Good Friday



When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took 
counsel against Jesus to put him to death. 2 And they bound him and led him 
away and delivered him over to Pilate the governor.

3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed 
his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the 
elders, 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What 
is that to us? See to it yourself.” 5 And throwing down the pieces of silver into 
the temple, he departed, and he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief 
priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not lawful to put them into the treas-
ury, since it is blood money.” 7 So they took counsel and bought with them the 
potter's field as a burial place for strangers. 8 Therefore that field has been 
called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been spoken 
by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the 
price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10 and 
they gave them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me.”

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you 
the King of the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 12 But when he was ac-
cused by the chief priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to 
him, “Do you not hear how many things they testify against you?” 14 But he gave 
him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the governor was greatly 
amazed.

Matthew 27
The Trial and Death of 
Jesus
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15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release 
for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And 
they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 17 So 
when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you 
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called 
Christ?” 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that they had 
delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the 
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to 
do with that righteous man, for I have suffered much be-
cause of him today in a dream.”20 Now the chief priests and 
the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and de-
stroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to them, “Which of 
the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, 
“Barabbas.” 22 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with 
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be cruci-
fied!” 23 And he said, “Why? What evil has he done?” But 
they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but 
rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed 
his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this 
man's blood; see to it yourselves.” 25 And all the people an-
swered, “His blood be on us and on our children!” 26 Then 
he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, 
delivered him to be crucified.

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the gov-
ernor's headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion 
before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put 
it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling 
before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the 
Jews!” 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck 
him on the head. 31 And when they had mocked him, they 
stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him 
and led him away to crucify him.

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by 
name. They compelled this man to carry his cross. 33 And 
when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed 
with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. 
35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his gar-
ments among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down 
and kept watch over him there. 37 And over his head they 

put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the 
King of the Jews.” 38 Then two robbers were crucified with 
him, one on the right and one on the left. 39 And those who 
passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, 
“You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three 
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down 
from the cross.” 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes 
and elders, mocked him, saying, 42 “He saved others; he 
cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come 
down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He 
trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For 
he said, ‘I am the Son of God.’” 44 And the robbers who 
were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way.

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the 
land until the ninth hour. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus 
cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabach-
thani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken 
me?”47 And some of the bystanders, hearing it, said, “This 
man is calling Elijah.” 48 And one of them at once ran and 
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed 
and gave it to him to drink. 49 But the others said, “Wait, let 
us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” 50 And Jesus 
cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

51 And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, 
from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the rocks 
were split. 52 The tombs also were opened. And many bod-
ies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised, 53 and 
coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they went 
into the holy city and appeared to many.54 When the centu-
rion and those who were with him, keeping watch over Je-
sus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were 
filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

55 There were also many women there, looking on from a 
distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering 
to him, 56 among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary 
the mother of James and Joseph and the mother of the sons 
of Zebedee.

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimat-
hea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He 
went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
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ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body 
and

wrapped it in a clean linen shroud 60 and laid it in his own 
new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 
61 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting 
opposite the tomb.

62 The next day, that is, after the day of Preparation, the 
chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate 
63 and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, 
while he was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 64 There-
fore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, 
lest his disciples go and steal him away and tell the people, 
‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be worse 
than the first.” 65 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of 
soldiers. Go, make it as secure as you can.” 66 So they went 
and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and setting 
a guard. 

1.Read the passage in Matthew 27

As you read, make observations about what you’re 
reading. Assume the role of a biblical detective 
looking for clues. No detail is too trivial.

2. Watch David and Katie discuss Jesus the King in 
our place

In the video, David and Katie talked about Jesus as 
our atoning sacrifice. Jesus’ death on the cross is 
not a secondary or peripheral theme of Scripture, 
rather it is the crucial doctrine of our faith. Interest-
ingly, from the Latin word for cross (crux) comes our 
English word “crucial.” The cross is absolutely cru-
cial to our faith because without it, as noted on Tues-
day with the fig tree, we have no one in whom to 
put our faith.

At the cross we can see the love of God in its most 
dramatic splendor and heartfelt mercy. The cross is 
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God’s farthest reach. The cross is God’s most ambi-
tious rescue effort when Jesus came to our side of 
the cosmic chasm, willing to suffer in our place.

From the cross, Jesus cried out 7 statements — the 
seven cries from the cross. Matthew only records 
the words of one of these however — the cry of dere-
liction. Jesus exclaiming, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me,” was the middle of the seven 
cries and leads us further into the wonder of Jesus’ 
atoning sacrifice in our place. 

Up to this moment on the cross, though forsaken by 
men, Jesus could still say, “Yet I am not alone, for 
my Father is with me” (John 16:32).  But now in the 
darkness that came over the land, He was alone. An 
actual and dreadful separation took place between 
the Father and the Son as Jesus expressed the hor-
ror of this multi-faceted darkness by quoting the 
only Scripture which could accurately describe it — 
Psalm 22, which describes the cruel persecution of 
an innocent and godly man.

The contrast between the cross and even 9 hours 
before in Gethsemane was colossal. In the Garden 
of Gethsemane, Jesus has a Father who strengthens 
Him; on the cross, He has a Father who turns away 
from Him. In Gethsemane, He can call twelve le-
gions of angels who would have delivered Him; on 
the cross, He cries to the Father, who refuses deliver-
ance. In Gethsemane, Jesus is tempted to forsake 
the Father; on the cross, the Father forsook Jesus.

Think even further about the question Jesus asks. 
Forsaken is a powerful word. A man forsaken by his 
father. A wife forsaken by her husband. A son for-
saken by his father. Jesus had been the object of 
the Father’s love from all eternity. 

As Katie mentioned in the video, two thousand 
years before this moment, Abraham was asked to 
kill his son Isaac on an altar at the top of Mount Mo-
riah, but just as his knife was raised to the sky, God 
intervened so that Isaac’s life was spared. But the 
voice that called out on Mount Moriah was silent at 
Golgotha. So why now was the Son forsaken by the 
Father?

The Pharisees standing at a distance from the cross 
could not have given an answer. The priests would 
not understand nor would the Roman soldiers. Even 
today, many people don’t understand why God 
would forsake anyone, especially His Son whom He 
loves!

The great reason is found in the Scripture Jesus 
quoted — Psalm 22. “My God, my God, why have 
you forsaken me? Why are you so far from saving 
me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, I 
cry by day, but you do not answer, and by night, but 
I find no rest. Yet you are holy, enthroned on the 
praises of Israel” (Psalm 22:1-3).

The Son was forsaken because the Father’s holiness 
required it. The prophet Nahum asked a question 
himself: “Who can stand before his indignation? 
Who can endure the heat of his anger? His wrath 
poured out like fire, and the rocks are broken into 
pieces by him” (Nahum 1:6). Only Jesus could with-
stand the indignation of the Father against sin and 
only Jesus could take the wrath we so deserved.

Remember that the Pharisees and priests regarded 
Jesus as a blasphemer and great sinner, but on the 
cross the Father regarded Him as a sinner and the 
one who would bear the sins of many. Jesus be-
came legally guilty of our sin, and for that He was 
judged. Think of it: Jesus was legally guilty of geno-
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cide, child abuse, alcoholism, murder, adultery, greed and all things imagin-
able and unimaginable.

Jesus was cursed in our place, that we might be set free. Paul writes that 
“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us” 
(Gal 1:3). Jesus was forsaken by God that we might be able to cling to the 
promise that God will “never leave or forsake us” (Heb 13:5). He was con-
demned that we might be able to say, “There is therefore now no condem-
nation for those who are in Christ Jesus (Rom 8:1). He was cursed that we 
might be blessed. He suffered hell for us so that we can enjoy heaven with 
Him.

And so we can sing the old hymn, “Guilty, vile, and helpless we; Spotless 
Lamb of God was He; “Full atonement!” can it be? Hallelujah! What a Sav-
ior!” 

3. Reflect on the Passage

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

From Erwin W. Lutzer, Cries from the Cross: A Journey Into the Heart of Jesus (Chicago: Moody Publishers, 2015)

‘Without the cross, 
there would have been 
a wound for which 
there was no ointment, 
a pain for which there 
was no balm.’ Sin 
always exacts a 
payment. Either Jesus 
bears our sin, or we do. 
- Erwin Lutzer
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Devotional Focus: The Hope of the King
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For he finds fault with them when he says:

“Behold, the days are coming, declares the Lord, when I will establish a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah,

9 not like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took 
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt. For they did not con-
tinue in my covenant, and so I showed no concern for them, declares the Lord.

10 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 
days, declares the Lord: I will put my laws into their minds, and write them on 
their hearts, and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.

11 And they shall not teach, each one his neighbor and each one his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the     
greatest.

12 For I will be merciful toward their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no 
more.”

13 In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And what is   
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.

Hebrews 8:8-13
Jesus, High Priest of a 
Better Covenant
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1.Read the passage in Hebrews 8:8-13

2. Reflect on the passage

Jesus as our Great High Priest has inaugurated the New Covenant and has 
made redemption available to everyone. The New Covenant is what is 
known theologically as an “I will” covenant. It is something that God did 
and will do Himself without our help. So when a Christian relates to God un-
der this New Covenant, neither the cause, the means nor the result is the 
person’s doing. God has redeemed us. God has fixed us. Yet still we find 
ourselves trying to fix things ourselves in spite of all God has promised.

At our core, most of us are are fixers. It’s how we try to change the dynam-
ics of our situation and how we often try to somehow create our own re-
demption. Even though the New Covenant, received by faith, removes all 
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of our need to keep a stash of fix-it supplies to pull out when things aren’t going well, we still have a num-
ber of tools we use in our life to cope and endure. Some of these tools, we only use as needed when we 
feel it will help our situation. Others tools have become a regular part of our day as a maintenance plan of 
sorts. The harsh reality is that these tools offer no hope of fixing our situations. Even the quick fixes they 
sometimes provide eventually rust, break and quit working. See if you use any of these four unreliable, un-
stable tools in your life:

Ourself

Somewhere in our heads is a vision of our future self, who, once he or she finally gets here as the embodi-
ment of self-disciplined, self-perfection, will make everything right. Question: Ten years ago, you thought 
that person would be here by today? What happened to future you? If that new image is not who you’ve 
been able to become by now, what makes you really think your going to become that person by tomorrow 
or next week? The truth is that you would be hard-pressed to find anyone over the course of your life who 
has lied to you, fought you, failed you or disgusted you more than YOU have right? And that is the person 
you’re hoping will fix everything…an improved version of YOU?

It doesn’t matter how ripped his abs are. It doesn’t matter how much money she makes. It doesn’t matter 
how high he has climbed the ladder or how nice she looks in Jimmy Choo’s. Hoping in future you is never 
going to fix you.

According to Scripture, “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart 
turns away from the LORD. He is like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see any good come. He shall dwell 
in the parched places of the wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land (Jer. 17:5-6). These are harsh words but 
we all know from past history, this is exactly where our self-help programs always take us — to the desert. To 
the wilderness.

You have been there before, haven’t you? You have woken up there too many mornings and shaken the de-
sert sand out of just about every pair of shoes you own. As long as you keep hoping in yourself as a way to 
fix you, you’ll never stop vacuuming up the mess you leave behind. Because your hope is not in yourself.

Others

Nor is our hope in other people. To put it bluntly: men make terrible Great High Priests. Women make terri-
ble Great High Priests. Children make terrible Great High Priests. Friends, coworkers, parents, boyfriends/
girlfriends, finances, you name it — whenever you look to another person to fill the holes in your heart and 
accomplish what Jesus the Great High Priest has already accomplished in His death and resurrection, you 
aren’t moving in the direction of fulfillment and satisfaction, but heartache and pain.
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The hope that others can somehow become for us the answer to all our problems puts an impossible 
weight on them that they were never intended or equipped to carry. Because your hope is not in others.

The World

Sometimes ice cream can just do the trick. Sometimes its a new jacket or outfit or new piece of technology 
that convinces us for a brief time how smart and well-off we are. We may be convinced how much more 
complete and put-together we are because of the this shiny, new thing we now possess. In reality though, 
we are the same man, or the same woman, only with less money in the bank and more debt coming. But 
until those bills start rolling in, its all good!

It’s part of the world’s cycle. The same feeling that you got when you bought that new sport coat or kitchen 
appliance is the same feeling a person is going to feel around 10am one Saturday morning when they 
drive away from your garage sale after talking you down to $50 for that same kitchen appliance or sport 
coat. The things of this world, no matter what toy or trinket, are all on a collision course with the junkyard at 
some point in their life cycle. That house you hope for, that raise you hope for, that car you hope for, that 
new living room suite you hope for…they will not hold up.

The problem with worldly pursuits is not that the activity or the thing we’re enjoying is innately wrong. Most 
of the things we buy or the experiences we chase like food, sex, and material possessions are good things 
that God created for us to enjoy. But when we go buy things with money we don’t have because we’re 
greedy for how they make us feel…when we pull into the drive-thru because we’re lonely and upset and a 
burger settles us down…when we’re dying for sex because we’re low in confidence and hurting from inse-
curity…we’re chasing them beyond the boundaries that were designed by God to enjoy them and placing 
our hope in the gifts that God has given and viewing them as our savior.

Even though worldly things fail us as readily as we fail ourselves, even though worldly things are just as in-
capable to fix us as other people, we still think the next thing or experience will give us lasting satisfaction 
and we go down in flames over and over again. Because your hope is not in the world.

Religion

Hope in religious activities are no better. In fact, when we try to fall back on our tithing record, our church 
attendance, or our good works, aren’t we really just running a similar version of the first fix — “ourself.” The 
only difference is that it is dressed up in Sunday clothes! Religious activity devoid of authentic worship 
doesn’t work. Trying to earn God’s pleasure doesn’t work. And yet it happens all over the world in every re-
ligion. Systems of thought where people perform certain acts or rites or ceremonies hoping to keep their 
accounts paid up so they can one day turn them in to finally fix everything are all around us. These systems 
are even sillier when saved-by-grace Christians try to relate to God. Because our hope is not in religion.
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Our hope both for the present and eternity is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness. 
Our Great High Priest has already inaugurated a new and better covenant with us. Ourselves, our stuff, 
other people and religious activities are good things that God has given, but those things did not inaugu-
rate the New Covenant. Jesus did.  He fixed everything. He fixed us and is simultaneously fixing us and eve-
rything.

 3. Reflect on the passage

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

 From Matt Chandler and Michael Snetzer, Recovering Redemption: A Gospel-Saturated Perspective On How to Change (Nashville, Tennessee: B&H Publishing Group, 2014),
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Read: Matthew 28

Devotional Focus: The Return of the 
King

Watch: Brenda and Jenn on the           
Resurrection Joy
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Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Mag-
dalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a 
great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came 
and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and 
his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the guards trembled and be-
came like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I 
know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as 
he said. Come, see the place where he[a] lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disci-
ples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Gali-
lee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly 
from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold, 
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his 
feet and worshiped him.10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and 
tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”

11 While they were going, behold, some of the guard went into the city and told 
the chief priests all that had taken place. 12 And when they had assembled with 
the elders and taken counsel, they gave a sufficient sum of money to the sol-
diers13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came by night and stole him away 
while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this comes to the governor's ears, we will satisfy 
him and keep you out of trouble.” 15 So they took the money and did as they 
were directed. And this story has been spread among the Jews to this day.

Matthew 28
The Resurrection and 
Great Commission
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Easter is about the wild 
delight of God’s 
creative power…we 
ought to shout 
Alleluia’s on Easter 
Sunday instead of 
murmuring them; we 
should light every 
candle to hold; we 
should have a real 
bonfire…every step 
back from that is a step 
toward an ethereal or 
esoteric Easter 
experience, and the 
thing about Easter is 
that it is neither 
ethereal nor esoteric. 
It’s about the real Jesus 
coming out of the real 
tomb and getting 
God’s real new 
creation under way. - 
N.T. Wright

16 Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had di-
rected them. 17 And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some 
doubted.18 And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in[b] the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of 
the age.”

1.Read the passage in Matthew 28

As you read, make observations about what you’re reading. Assume the 
role of a biblical detective looking for clues. No detail is too trivial.

2. Watch Brenda and Jenn on the Resurrection Joy

In the video, Brenda and Jenn talked about experiencing and telling others 
about the incredible joy from the resurrection of Jesus. Matthew moves 
quickly from the resurrection of Jesus to the mission given by Jesus. It’s al-
most as if the disciples turned their heads to the right and experienced ut-
ter joy in Jesus’ resurrection and then quickly turned their heads to the left 
and received their mission from Jesus. It would seem that Matthew has 
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linked the Resurrection and the Great Commission 
close together on purpose.

The mission of the church is the outworking, in 
power of the Holy Spirit, of Jesus’ bodily resurrec-
tion and the anticipation of the time when God will 
fill the earth with His glory, transform the old heav-
ens and earth into the new and rule over the re-
deemed world He has made.

The church that is renewed by the message of Je-
sus’ resurrection must be the church that goes to 
work in the world. The world is where real people 
live, where real communities happen, where diffi-
cult decisions are made, where schools and hospi-
tals witness to the “already” of the Gospel while po-
lice and prisons  experience the “not yet.” This is 
where the weak and vulnerable will always need 
protecting, where social and political structures 
must be renewed, and where people desperately 
need to hear about the Gospel. The church that 
goes forth into these places with the message of Je-
sus’ resurrection is the church that knows and fol-
lows the mission Jesus given.

Sometimes we are like frightened birds before 
God, shrinking away in fear, obligation, or unassum-
ing ignorance. But when we eventually yield — when 
He corners us and finally takes us into His hand — 
we find to our astonishment that He is infinitely gen-
tle and that His only aim is to release us from the 
snare we have found ourselves and be the people 
He made us to be. But when we fly out into the sun-
shine, how can we not then tell of the same gift of 
freedom and forgiveness to those around us?

That is the joy of the resurrection. The resurrection 
is constantly surprising, constantly full of hope, con-
stantly coming to us from God to shape us into the 

people through whom God can carry out His mis-
sion in the world.

3. Reflect on the passage

• What is God saying in this passage?

• How will I obey?

• Whom will I tell?

 From N T. Wright, Surprised by Hope: Rethinking Heaven, the Resurrection, and the Mis-
sion of the Church (New York: HarperOne, ©2008)
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